


A N A N T I Q U I T I E S  A T  R I S K

ISLAMIC PERIOD

Manuscripts
Islamic paper manuscripts are found singly or sewed together as
books. They contain ornamental calligraphy usually in Persian
but also Arabic, the pages are often decorated with floral designs
in various colors and gilding. Occasionally there are illustrations
in full color or drawings of single figures, rarely also portraits in
black ink. [illus. 28]

Metalwork
The great bronze products inlaid with gold and silver are rarely
seen on the market, but lesser quality copper alloy objects in
many shapes are common.  They are decorated with incised
motifs, sometimes inlaid in brass. [illus. 29, 30]

Tiles
Moulded and glazed ceramic tiles, mostly square but some
polygonal, molded in relief with animals or vegetal decor, or
inscriptions. [illus. 31, 32, 33]

Pottery / Ceramics
They include the green and yellow ‘Bamyan’ bowls with 
sgraffiato (incised) decoration. [illus. 34, 35]

Architectural elements
Pieces of superbly worked stone, usually flat white marble
panels carved with Islamic inscriptions or decorative motifs.
Often associated with architectural fragments dating to every
period of Afghan history. [illus. 36, 37]

29. Copper alloy ewer, ca. 13th century.
30. Copper alloy ewer inlaid with copper, ca. 12th-13th centuries.  

© Crown.

34, 35. Pottery bowls 
from Afghanistan, ca. 13th century.

© Crown.

28. Page of a manuscript,
ca. 18th century.   
© Kabul Museum.

36, 37. Islamic decorative carved marble panels, ca. 12th century.
© Crown.
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31. Glazed ceramic tile, ca. 17th century.
32. Glazed ceramic tiles, probably from Ghazni, ca. 11th century. 
33. Glazed ceramic tile of Persian Qajar type, ca. 19th century.

© Crown.



The people of Afghanistan suffered great loss in human lives, personal property, and the
deliberate destruction of monuments, museums, and artifact collections during the wars of
the 1980s and 1990s.  They are now witnessing the slow dispossession of their cultural
heritage by looters who are pillaging archæological sites and traffickers who are smuggling
artifacts out of the country, frequently, it is believed, in connection with other criminal activities.
This situation will continue as long as these traffickers have access to foreign markets of
buyers of illicit antiquities. 

To assist in stopping the looting and destruction of Afghan archæological sites, the International
Council of Museums has published this Red List of Afghanistan Antiquities at Risk, as a tool
for law enforcement authorities, and to raise public awareness and encourage international
cooperation in the protection of the cultural heritage of Afghanistan.

This Red List is the fourth in the series* of ICOM Red Lists of Antiquities at Risk. The Red Lists
are representative lists of general types or categories of objects, generally protected by national
legislation and international agreements, which are subjected to illicit international trafficking.
They are drawn up by teams of international experts in the archæology and ethnology of
the countries or regions of origin.  The objects illustrated are not, to the best of the experts'
knowledge, stolen or illicitly acquired.  The Red Lists are intended to protect cultural heritage
at risk by helping customs officials, police officers, art dealers, museums, and collectors
recognize objects of possible illicit provenance.  Potential buyers are advised not to purchase
them unless they are accompanied by verifiable ownership and provenance documentation,
and authorities are urged to take appropriate action when there is presumption of illicit
provenance, pending further enquiries. 

* Red List of African Archæological Objects, 2000.
Red List of Latin-American Cultural Objects at Risk, 2003.

Emergency Red List of Iraqi Antiquities at Risk, 2003.
Red List of Afghanistan Antiquities at Risk, 2006.

Red List of Peruvian Antiquities at Risk, 2007.

© 2008, ICOM, all rights reserved

R E D L I S T
OF AFGHANISTAN ANTIQUITIES AT RISK



ICOM is the international organisation of museums and museum
professionals which is committed to the conservation, continuation
and communication to society of the world’s natural and cultural
heritage, present and future, tangible and intangible.

With 24,000 members in 147 countries, ICOM provides an inter-
national network of museum professionals across the spectrum of
disciplines and specialisations.

ICOM was founded in 1946. It is a non-governmental, not-for-profit
organisation which has formal links with UNESCO and consultative
status with the United Nations’ Economic and Social Council.

The fight against illicit traffic of cultural goods is one of ICOM’s
core commitments. The Red List of Afghanistan Antiquities at
Risk has been compiled to prevent cultural objects being sold
illegally on the art market, and thus to ensure the protection of
Afghanistan heritage. To date, ICOM has published Red Lists for
Africa, Latin America, Iraq, Afghanistan and Peru. 

http://icom.museum/redlist

Maison de l’UNESCO
1, rue Miollis - 75732 Paris Cedex 15 - France

Tel. +33 (0)1 47 34 05 00 - Fax +33 (0)1 43 06 78 62
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U.S. Department of State 
Bureau of Educational and Cultural Affairs

This Red List was developed with the generous support of: 




