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Introduction to the Farsi edition

The collection of antique objects has a long history in
the Middle East and West Asia, but the advent of modern-
ism and the introduction of the museum to these countries
encouraged familiarization with museum institutions and
their entry into these societies. The arrival was quick in
some countries and later in others. Social and welfare
conditions, religion and tribal diversity are among the fac-
tors that delay the institutionalization of the museum in
these societies. It is obvious that museum functions in the-
se societies are quite different from what evolved in Eu-
rope. European museums have gone from conserving and
displaying objects to working on wider issues including
the social role and functions of the museum, education and
learning processes, communication and interpretation of
museum objects, material culture, etc.

Museum functions in West Asian countries and the
Middle East are generally more focused on conservation,
displaying and conserving materials. Regardless of specif-
ic restrictions and the reasons of each country, based on
government decisions and politics, the lack of attention
given to developing specific programes relevant to the
museum studies and the inaccessibility to useful resources
for museum audiences in those countries are some of the
main reasons for this gap. The gap has taken attention
away from other museum functions, with the exception of
collecting, conservation and displaying materials, due to

4



the lack of scientific communications by specialists in this
domain around the world.

Given the historical depth of the Middle East and west
of Asia and being the origin of ancient cultures and civili-
zations, the importance of the museums position is en-
hanced. Iran, Afghanistan and Tajikistan are politically and
geographically part of the Persian-speaking world; also
included are some regions of India, Pakistan, Irag, Kurdi-
stan region, some sections of the commonwealth countries
following the collapse of the Soviet Union (USSR), and
China.The museum field did not experience much growth
in the Middle East and subsequently in the Persian-
speaking areas.

For example, the curatorship program in Iran is the only
educational program relevant to museums so far that has
produced graduates from the Higher Education Center for
Cultural Heritage, . Because the founders of the program
were mostly archaeologists, the curriculums have generally
focused on archaeological issues and the conservation of
historical materials, so that Curatorship 1 and Curatorship
2 are the only specific courses in the program. In addition,
the program’s main purpose is to train students to manage
museum affairs. However, this approach is not comparable
with present-day practice around the world and as men-
tioned above, conserving, displaying and collecting materi-
als are the main topics covered. The lack of specialists and
graduates is due to lack of teaching and research on new
approaches.



The Faculty of Museum Studies at the University of
Leicester in the UK has been one the leading universities
of in the specific domain of museums around the world.
Kouros Samanian Experiencing 4 years Ph.D research in
2006-2009, and encountered specialists and experts in the
museum studies discipline. There, he familiarized himself
with current approaches in the museum domain, which ini-
tiated new similar activities in Iran and he became the first
Iranian to hold a Ph.D in museum studies.

He has developed a Museum Studies curriculum for an
MA degree with the assistance of professionals who also
believe in developing academic educational activities in the
museum field in order to bring about change and highlight
other museum approaches in the region.

As a first step, Tehran University of Arts will admit stu-
dents to the MA program in Museum Studies from the be-
ginning of the 2013-2014 educational year (October 2013).
We hope that this will lead to changes, and ultimately a
departure from the current situation.

In this context and in order to overcome the shortage of
useful and necessary resources for those who are interested
in this field and, especially Persian-speaking people, this
booklet, the original of which has been translated into sev-
eral languages by ICOM and ICOFOM, is now available in
Farsi free-of-charge, in order to reinforce and extend mu-
seum concepts among Persian-speaking people in different
countries.

We are very grateful to ICOM and ICOFOM and to the co-
publisher for assigning the translation rights to this group,
6



and to Ms. Aedin Mac Devitt, Publications Officer at
ICOM for coordinating the process.

It must be mentioned that due to the gap between theo-
retical issues and museology concepts in this region, find-
ing appropriate Farsi equivalents for some concepts and
words was difficult and in some cases seemed impossible,
so the choice of word in these cases was based on the
translators’ decision. However, the English word or phrase
is provided as a footnote for more clarity (for example, two
Farsi words have been suggested for Museal and for other
words and concepts that did not have a clear Farsi equiva-
lent).

We hope that this book will be useful for museum en-
thusiasts and specialists in Persian-speaking regions.

Translators of the Key concepts of Museology in
Farsi:
Kouros Samanian (PhD), Faculty member at the Uni-
versity of Arts, Tehran
Marzieh Hekmat (MA), Faculty member at the Esfa-
han University of Arts, Esfahan
Masoumeh Karimi (B.A), MA student at the University
of Arts, Tehran
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408 Work Of Art
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409 Acquisition Policy
410 Preventive Conservation
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411 Remedial Conservation
412 Restoration

413 Conservation

414 Preservation
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415 Conservateurs
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417 Keepers
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418 Acquistion
419 Document
420 Items

421 Goods

422 Property
423Semiophore
424 Things
425 Relic (Holy)
426 Work

427 Safeguard
428 Inventory
429 Deaccession
430 Restitution
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432 Institut National Du Patrimoine
433 Exhibit Designer
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434 Exhibition Designer
435 Decorator
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436 Conservator

437 Registrar

438 Guide-Interpreter
439 Guide-Lecturer
440 Lecturer
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441 Animator

442 Cultural Projects Coordinator

443 Web Master

444 Head Or Pproject Manager

445 Open reserve

446 Administrators Or Museum Managers

116



ool «Swad Jed I 2l 2! alby plo Il 3)90)3 e (o
Caodl dod &S ol Bolo 50 bailwy kalgy g ¢ obylil «leMbl (¢599S5
)5 (540545,
daly (W) oaoxiecsWL! j3 035 4 b (sladiusly &) 0550 HEALSTs o]
Am3 e g |y 5l Gl b YU la yaass jl3y90 G &S diid Blgw
()‘.)b)’}a Lv Pe )’L.o) Leei u»a.’xw SleMb 9 Al 0j90 yd U)J.B dlb.)l.o.; Leei
J.JSL;Q Yy ©)g0 Jo& d)}l)ud‘ 9 drwgl ul.cl
- Sinlon lrojge «roge 5 clilis [ Saile 0 and i o Bjly S
ooy ARSI .. g TYA Cim s ot ..
stl)b‘ u,a...sl.o.a Oldleo « L)“"L“ )o‘ m.\...fu.gl.;.))‘4 oy ‘US.«.m)s £0)9x odS
abaly (u e el ysese I3 2hb Moy b S lal, 7T o Le S el e
A T o o5 g
¢ b )im.lb9): 039y Ao )90 Oldles ¢ 0)g0 /w‘ 4&[..»)0)94 SJ}L\MO)}O “_;)l.im”o
5 a4 .y YOA
wdbgls ¢ oSS cdizo gyl § sl bl ¢ 0AGS oo 5

447 Communicator
448 Educator

449 Exhibit Practice
450 Exhibit Studies
451 Exhibition Designer
452 Guard

453 Guide

454 Guide-Interpreter
455 Intetior Designer
456 Museum Practice
457 Researcher

458 Restorer

4509 Security Officer
460 Technician
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461 Disabled Public
462 Minority Public
463 Non-Public
464 Public At Large
465 Public Relations
466 Publicity

467 Target Public
468 Audience

469 Assessments
470 Customers

471 EcoMuseum
472 Evalution

473 Evaluators

474 Loyality Building
475 People

476 Population

477 Private
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478 Spectators
479 Enquiries
480 Tourists
481 Users

482 Visiting
483 Visitors
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