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Category: Peace
Endorsed by: ICOM Bosnia and Herzegovina 
Project duration: 30 September 2022 – 30 May 2023

Project summary 

Ars Aevi Nucleus Kyiv was created as an expression of the Ars Aevi Contemporary Art
Museum's solidarity with the people of Ukraine and is part of efforts to build peace, a
mission woven into the very foundations of this cultural institution. The creation of the new
Ars Aevi Nucleus Kyiv as the latest nucleus of the Ars Aevi contemporary art collection is
financially supported by the Goethe-Institute in Bosnia and Herzegovina and represents a
continuation of earlier successful cooperation. The curatorial and artistic processes of work
on the creation of the Kyiv Nucleus have been completed, symbolically one year after the
beginning of Russia's official invasion of Ukraine. The exhibition Ars Aevi Nucleus Kyiv was
presented to the public from February 9 to April 9, 2023 at the location of the Goethe
Institute Sarajevo, Veliki Park, and at the location of the future Ars Aevi Museum of
Contemporary Art (after February 24, 2023) and in Kyiv at the Naked Room Gallery in on
February 24, 2023. 

Aida Šehović, Ismar Čirkinagić both from Bosnia & Herzegovina, as well as the Ukrainian
art collective Open Group from Lviv and the artist Alevtina Kakhidze, created and donated
new artworks for the Kyiv Nucleus. The works of the presented nucleus hereby become
part of the permanent collection of the Museum of Contemporary Art Ars Aevi.
 
Ukraine has been de facto on war alert since the beginning of 2014, when the conflict
broke out in the east of the country after the Russian annexation of Crimea. The creation of
a new artistic setting, i.e. nucleus, is an artistic endeavor carried out in the context of the
contemporary challenges of Russia's invasion of Ukraine and reflects Sarajevo's solidarity
with Kyiv and Ukraine. The thirtieth yearly anniversary of the beginning of the war in Bosnia
and Herzegovina, in 2022, roughly marked the beginning of the Russian invasion of
Ukraine, that is, a new war on European soil. An artistic document on the consequences of
war horrors was created through the efforts to realize the Kyiv Nucleus within the
institutional framework of what is today, Ars Aevi, which is; a museum founded by the City
of Sarajevo. Artistic activity is an important stamp of Sarajevo's wartime experience;
therefore, it is important to show solidarity with the people of Kyiv and Ukraine. And it is
crucial to notify or even activate the representatives of the artistic and cultural life of this
country through solidarity artistic expression. 
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Outcomes and impact 

Cultural Solidarity: Strengthened ties between our countries, fostering understanding
and support. 
Empowerment of Women Artists: Elevated the profiles of female artists, contributing
to gender parity in the arts. 
Enriching the Collection: Donated artworks became part of our permanent collection,
enriching cultural assets for future generations. 
Engaging the Public: Fostered dialogue on peace, war, reconciliation, and gender
issues among diverse audiences. 
Promoting Healing Through Art: Demonstrated the power of art in addressing
traumatic experiences and promoting equality. 
Maximizing Project Impacts: Future Exhibitions: Planning to tour the exhibition to
reach wider audiences and continue promoting our messages.
Educational Initiatives: Developing workshops and materials for schools and
universities focused on relevant SDGs.
Online Accessibility: Creating digital platforms to make the exhibition accessible
globally. 
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Contribution to Agenda 2030 

Building Bridges of Dialogue: Connecting Sarajevo and Kyiv through art, symbolizing
solidarity with Ukraine and fostering mutual understanding and empathy.Empowering
Female Voices: Highlighting women artists like Aida Šehović and Alevtina Kakhidze to
promote gender equality in the arts. Preserving Cultural Identity: Showcasing art on war,
memory, and trauma to underscore cultural preservation and art's peacebuilding role.
Encouraging Reflection: Inviting audiences to contemplate the consequences of war,
sparking discourse on peace, reconciliation, and gender issues.Addressing Shared
Challenges: Both countries' experiences with conflict and gender inequality make this
collaboration crucial for promoting sustainable peace.

Photo credits: Ars Aevi Museum of Contemporary Art Sarajevo, Bosnia and Herzegovina

ICOM Award for Sustainable Development Practice in Museums - Finalist



This project amplified marginalized voices by featuring artists who experienced war and
displacement, giving a platform to underrepresented groups. It promoted gender equality
by actively showcasing female artists and addressing gender-related issues. Ensuring
accessibility, free admission removed economic barriers, allowing broader community
participation. Local engagement was key, with refugees and women's groups actively
involved in events and discussions, fostering inclusivity and deeper community
connections. Through these efforts, the project not only highlighted important social
issues but also encouraged open dialogue and collective action towards greater equality
and understanding. 
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Inclusion
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